Ceftaroline - a cause for neutropenia.
The US Food and Drug Administration approved ceftaroline in 2010 for the treatment of community-acquired pneumonia and skin and soft-tissue infections. The most common adverse reactions are diarrhoea, nausea and rash. To present the first case of neutropenia directly related to ceftaroline. A 90-year-old female was given ceftaroline for treatment of a pneumonia complicated by methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus bacteraemia and possible vertebral osteomyelitis. After 25 days of ceftaroline, she developed neutropenia. Ceftaroline was discontinued and her white blood cell count returned to normal within one week. Although neutropenia is a potential cephalosporin class effect, we present the first case of neutropenia directly related to ceftaroline. Agranulocytosis and neutropenia are rare, yet potentially life-threatening adverse effects of cephalosporins. Healthcare providers should be aware of the potential for ceftaroline to cause neutropenia, particularly in patients treated for greater than two weeks.